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Church Events 
12.2 

9:00 am Decorate the church 

8:00 am Christkindl Market 

10:00 am Open Door Food 

Kitchen 
 

12.3 
Altar Guild Cookie Sale 

 

12.5 

4:00 pm Koinonias Christmas 
Caroling 

 

12.10 

6:00 pm Imagine Eleven 
Christmas Show 

 

 

12.17 

4:00 pm Community Dinner 
 

12.24 

9:00 am Worship 

5:00 pm Candlelight Service 

6:00 pm Catered Dinner 

7:30 pm Candlelight Service 

We begin a new church year this Sunday and so begins another year long journey 

through the Word in worship on God’s story of redemption and resurrection in Jesus 

Christ. Each Sunday of Advent we will focus on one of the people involved in the 

birth of Jesus…Shepherd, Joseph, Angel, and Mary. Where do you find yourself as 

you prepare for the birth of Jesus? Looking in or standing alongside? Jesus invites 

you to bring your heart alongside the heart of God in this child born to redeem the 

world.    

First Lutheran is a partner is organizing the first Christkindl Market in St. Joseph. 

Through he vision of Max and Tammy Guenther, David Bezona, Dan and Twila Gach 

it will bring back the Christmas spirit of main Street and provide an event for ven-

dors to offer merchandise and food, and musicians to provide music. The Saturday 

dates and times are: 

 December 2 8 am – 6 pm 

December 9 8 am – 3 pm 

December 16  8 am – 3 pm 

 

First Lutheran needs volunteers for their coffee and merchandise booth and for 

door hosts. If you can help a couple of hours contact Misty or Pastor Roger,  

232-8378.  



Behrens, Darla 12/3 

Moore, Jaime 12/4 

Guenther, William 12/5 

Heringer, Dorothy 12/7 

Moore, Kristen 12/8 

Trease, Charles 12/10 

Trease, Katie 12/10 

Burns, Nadine 12/11 

McCall, Jordan 12/11 

Olson, Jacob 12/12 

Palmer, Deborah 12/12 

Lenander, Roger 12/20 

Olson, Payton 12/21 

Simpson, Cyndee 12/23 

Christian, Joyce 12/27 

Johnson, Randall 12/27 

Thompson, Sonny 12/27 

Newman, David 12/31 

May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so 

that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope.  

– Romans 15:13 

Central States Synod  

Benevolence Offering 
 

Bring your “extra mile” offering to Central 

States Synod on Sunday, December 31st  as 

support of the work of the ELCA. The synod 

divides the offering 50/50 with the synod 

and national church. 

Phil & Linda Heeler 12/10/1966 51 years 

Mitchell & Chelsea Myers 12/13/2014 3 years 

Marla & Troy Doty 12/18/2010 7 years 

James & Linda Perry 12/18/1965 52 years 

Larry & Nancy Reder 12/20/1980 37 years 

Ron & Lin Starks 12/20/1969 48 years 

Ben & Megan Runge 12/29/2012 5 years 

Bill & Rachael Kinney 12/31/2012 5 years 

Treasurer’s Report  

October 2017 
  Cyndee Simpson, Treasurer 

 

   October Income  $18, 667.00 
 

October Expenses  $18, 073.99 
 

Year to Date Income  $175, 285.01 
 

Year to Date Expenses  $172, 500.72 

Christmas Eve Dinner  
December 24th, 6pm - 7pm, 

catered by Spanky and Buckwheat’s 

Reservations are needed by Dec. 21
st

. 

Adults  $12.00 / Children 6-10 years  $6.00 

Children 5 and under  Free 

www.flcsj.org 



Advent is both a wonderful and a challenging liturgical 
season. We begin a new church year while the world is 
busy finishing a calendar year—and the month is filled 
with shopping, pageants, and parties beyond what our 
energy and time can handle. But while society urges us to 
hurry and spend, scripture and tradition beckon us to slow 
down and wait. Congregational leaders have an important 
and particular responsibility—and yes, challenge—to help 
members (and themselves) focus and wait. 
 
Enter the wheel. Author, theologian, and artist Gertrud 
Mueller Nelson doesn’t tire in her enthusiasm for the Ad-
vent wreath as the season’s most powerful symbol. She 

wrote about its significance in her groundbreaking book, To Dance with God (Paulist Press, 1986), and now in 
her eighties speaks of it with the same passion. 
The wreath can be traced to the Romans’ ancient rite of waiting in the darkness for the return of the sun, and 
for the Feast of the Sun on December 25. The ancients, Nelson says, took a wheel off their wagons and fas-
tened torches to it to see them through the darkness. The only thing alive in the winter, evergreen, was 
brought inside and fastened to the wheel. To those huddled in darkness, it was a sign of vegetation and 
springtime. More than three hundred years ago, German Christians fashioned the same elements into the 
Advent wreath—the greens a sign of hope and eternity. What was once a Feast of the Sun has become for us 
the Feast of the Son. 
 
Today our Advent wreaths are often purchased, as are Advent calendars. Even the local secular bookstore 
has those (sometimes filled with chocolate). Both are symbols and tools of what Advent urges us to do: mark 
the passage of time as we wait. Despite all evidence to the contrary, Advent is about the art of waiting. But 
holiday decorations have been on the shelves at Target since well before Halloween, and the world declares 
everything after Thanksgiving Day the “Christmas season.” 
 
Though all of us are tempted to act otherwise, now is the time for slowing down and leaning together. As 
with the ancients, we gather in the darkness to wait for the light. If our ancestors removed a wagon wheel for 
torchlight, consider what it would be like for us to take a wheel off our car, truck, or minivan. Instead of rush-
ing to the mall, we’d stay home but also gather with friends to sing ancient hymns and hear readings of 
prophecy and promise. 
 
In the dead of winter, we need one another and we need signs that the sun (and the Son) will come again—
life returning to dark and dormant land and lives. Like the ancients who gathered together for courage and 
hope that the sun would return, we gather each week to hear the word that does not pass away. The sea-
son’s texts give us voice for our brokenness and the promise of a savior. 
In the first week of Advent, we are reminded of our desperate need for a God to restore and save. The psalm-
ist cries on our behalf, “Come and save us!” And Mark, the gospel writer whose message is famous for imme-
diacy, warns us to keep alert, stay awake. 
 
In the second week, we are urged to reorder our lives. Isaiah proclaims, “Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain” (Isa. 40:4). Clearly, we are in need of a civil engineer in all that we do. How would we reorder our lives  

http://www.paulistpress.com/Products/2812-8/to-dance-with-god.aspx


if we remembered all will pass away? How would our paths and priorities shift? Perhaps we’d cling even 
more to the word, water, and meal that help us prepare each week for the return of the Lord. As John the 
Baptist prepared the way of the Lord, so do we. We prepare our hearts and homes, not in haste, but in love 
and with longing. 
 
In week three, Isaiah promises good news to the captives. We who walk in darkness, especially in this season 
of waiting and watching, also rejoice. God is turning our mourning into laughter and joy. That’s good news for 
a people stuck in winter, awaiting light. John wasn’t stuck in winter, but he was stuck in the wilderness, 
breaking forth to testify to the light. We walk in our own wildernesses but are called to join the baptized of 
all generations to testify to the one who brings light and life to a broken world. 
 
Mary is the focus of the fourth Sunday of Advent as the angel Gabriel tells her that God will keep God’s prom-
ise to continue the reign of David. Although perplexed, Mary ponders the angel’s word and with confidence is 
able to say, “Count me in,” to the continuation of this salvation story. 
 
With texts and traditions as guides, this Advent let us challenge one another to honor these dark days. As 
twenty-first-century people, we are not good at either embracing darkness or slowing down. We don’t even 
know darkness anymore—we’ve banished it with electricity, everywhere and at all hours. And we certainly 
can’t wait. We look for the shortest line at the grocery store and rush through yellow lights. But we know in-
cubation is what we often most need: for grapes to become fine wine, for a novel to be written, for dough to 
rise, for a crop to grow, for a baby to be born. It is in the waiting that we learn about ourselves and others, 
taking important steps toward understanding. Perhaps there is no better gift to teach our children than the 
ability to wait. Christmas is coming; it’s just not here yet. 



 

Phoebe Circle - Friday, Dec. 8th, 6 pm, Christmas Party  

at Randi Leanander’s house 

 

Confirmation - will start back up Jan. 4th 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study - Thursdays  at 10 am 

                                                    at church 
 

Early Morning Breakfast - Tuesday, Dec. 19th,  

                                          6:30 am, at Le Peep 
 

Quilting Ladies  - Tuesdays, Dec. 5th and 19th,   

                                   12:30 pm Fellowship Hall 
 

Chancel Choir - Wednesdays at 7 pm 
 

Community Dinner - Sunday, Dec. 17th, 4pm 
 

Altar Guild  - Saturday, Dec. 2nd, 9:00 am  

                                        Bake Sale Set-up 

                     Thursday, Dec. 7th, 10:30 am 

                                        Meeting 

                      12:00 pm   Luncheon 
 

Congregational Council - Thursday, Dec. 14th, 6:30 pm 
    

Hats, Mittens, and Blankets Tree 
Donate hats, mittens and new or used blankets 

for people in the community. Place them at the 
“Warming Tree” in the narthex. 
 

There are many open slots for snacks for cof-
fee hour.  The sign-up sheet is located in the 

kitchen. You don’t have to be a baker – store 
bought work just as well as homemade!  We  

could also use creamers, napkins, teas and  

hot chocolate. 
 

Christmas Caroling will be on Tuesday, De-
cember 5

th
 at 4:00pm starting at Charlotte and 

Pete Chirila’s house (2822 Scott St.).  After car-
oling is done, there will be Fellowship and 

snacks at Nadine Burn’s home (4309 W Haverill).  
Carolers can join us anywhere along the way. 
 
Sunday Community Dinner  All are welcome to enjoy 

this community dinner. Gifts of turkeys, hams, pota-
toes, canned corn and beans, and desserts are wel-

comed. Bring to the church by December 14
th
.  

 

featuring 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, December 10th, 6:00 pm,  

First Lutheran Church 

Hang on for a joyous ride led by the sounds of a big 
band.  A free-will offering will be taken in support of 

the mental health counseling fund for The Center. 
 

5 Star Jazz Band  is a non-profit community youth 

band dedicated to providing Kansas City's top young 
musicians, age 12-21, the unique opportunity to re-

hearse & perform in a professional-caliber jazz ensem-

ble.   Our high-energy repertoire of over 100+ charts 
includes Big Band, Swing, Jazz, Blues, Funk and Latin 

styles.  



“Christmas at the Cathedral ” 
Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017 – 3 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 18, 2017 – 7:30 

p.m. 
Cathedral of St. Joseph 
519 North Tenth Street 

St. Joseph, MO  

Holiday Cookie Sale and Silent Auction 
 

Hosted by the Altar Guild 
 

Proceeds will go to the renovation  

of the Fellowship Hall 
 

December 3rd 

8:00 am to 9:00 am / 10:30 am to 11:15am 
 

Cookie Sale:  We need cookie donations.  Please 

bring two dozen (or more) to the church by  

Dec. 2nd 
 

Silent Auction:  Bidding to start at 8:00 am  

and end at 11:15am 

MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN 
 

We are needing items for the silent Auction.   

Please contact Janell O’Mara (816-324-2226)  

if you have an item to donate. 

Getting the wreath ready for decorating the sanctuary! 

Stan Ponce, Kathy Chladek, Sarah Cotton, Dan Chladek, and  

Ed Holmes 


