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Sunday, January 7 

Baptism of Our Lord  

1st Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Introduction 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit/wind moved 
over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s 
movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon 
Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-
create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 
PRELUDE                                                    “Deo Gratias”                                       Stephen Gabrielsen 

 

*GATHERING SONG                      “Let All Things Now Living”                                             ELW 881 

 Let all things now living 
 a song of thanksgiving 
 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
 who fashioned and made us, 
 protected and stayed us, 
 who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 God's light goes before us, 
 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
 till shadows have vanished 
 and darkness is banished, 
 as forward we travel from light into light. 
  
 God rules all the forces: 
 the stars in their courses 
 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, 
 the rivers and fountains, 
 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
 We too should be voicing 
 our love and rejoicing; 
 with glad adoration a song let us raise 
 till all things now living 
 unite in thanksgiving: 
 "To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 
 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                          “When Long before Time” vv. 1 & 2                          ELW 861 
 

 When long before time and the worlds were begun, 
 when there was no earth and no sky and no sun, 
 and all was deep silence and night reigned supreme, 
 and even our Maker had only a dream-- 
 
 The silence was broken when God sang the Song, 
 and light pierced the darkness and rhythm began, 
 and with its first birth-cries creation was born, 
 and creaturely voices sang praise to the morn. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Holy God, 

C creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in 
your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen! 

 
ANTHEM                                                    “Carol for Seekers”                                arr. Joseph Martin 

Chancel Choir 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                       Genesis 1:1-5 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This familiar 
story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains 
good news for any person living in the chaos and darkness of despair. God created and 
continues to create new life. 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 
Reflection 
I am intrigued that this is the text for the Sunday of the Baptism of Jesus.  What elements in this 
text remind you of baptism?  (verses 1-5)  So this isn’t a “guess what I’m thinking” questions, I’m 
thinking of the water, the Word of God, the Spirit, (in verse 2, the word for “wind” is also the 
word for “spirit” in Hebrew).  What do you think is meant by “in the beginning”?  What was (or 
who) “in the beginning”?  What is God’s “evaluation” of the Day and Night?  (verse 4)  Notice 
that the day in this text is made up of evening and morning (not morning and evening).  (verse 
5)  What do you think is meant by “day” as in “the first day”?  What does that day have to do 
with our days?  Who (or what) orders your day? 
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PSALM 29 
 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  

 
Reflection 
This psalm reminds me of a storm (especially verses 5-9).  Is this psalm a celebration of 
creation?  What happens to your day when a storm comes?  What happens to the day when 
God comes?  Is God’s presence a disruption, a re-ordering?  What is God’s gift to the people? 
(verses 10-11) 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                                      Acts 19:1-7 
 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had 
never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the 
Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered them with gifts of the Spirit. 
 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 

where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 

he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 

“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 

to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 

in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 
Reflection 
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What is the difference between the baptism of John and baptism in the name of Jesus?  What 
did those who had been baptized into John’s baptism receive when they were baptized in the 
name of Jesus?  (verse 6)  In whose name were you baptized?  (If you aren’t sure, see the 
baptismal liturgy on pages 227-231 of the hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, especially p. 
230.  What gifts did you receive in your baptism?   
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                           “Celtic Alleluia”                                                       ELW 174              

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
*GOSPEL                                                                                                                                     Mark 1:4-11 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit 
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.” 

 
Reflection 
Why is the first person we meet in Mark’s Gospel John the Baptizer?  What was his role in the 
story of God’s love for us?  What was remarkable about John?  (verses 4-7)  For one suggestion 
about why he was dressed the way he was, see 2 Kings 1:8.  Who do you suppose the people 
thought of when they saw John?  Why is Elijah important in this story?  What is the difference 
between the baptism of John and baptism in Jesus?  (verses 7-8)  Who does John baptize in this 
story?  (verse 9)  What happens when Jesus is baptized?  (verses 10-11)  Do you remember any 
other stories in which the the heavens were torn apart, the Spirit is present, and a voice declares 
that Jesus is God’s Son?  (see Mark 9:2-9 and Mark 15:33-39)   How is our baptism a reminder of 
Jesus’ baptism? 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                         Kris Langdon 
 

SERMON                                             “Forward Living Faith”                                Rev. Roger Lenander 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                             “Baptized and Set Free”                                              ELW 453        

 We are people created,  
chosen by God. 

 Then we're washed, ever gently,  
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in mercy and love. 
 Sin has power no more.  

Jesus opened the door 
 to a fountain bringing healing,  

and wholeness and more. 
 
 We are fed and we're nourished,  

filled and refreshed. 
 Then our hunger returns and  

again we are blessed. 
 For whatever the need,  

God is greater indeed: 
 endless ocean, always deeper  

than all of our need. 
 
 We are nourished by water,  

all living things, 
 and by life that the Spirit  

abundantly brings. 
 As we journey toward home,  

may your presence be known: 
 precious river, ever-flowing,  

now carry us home. 
 
 Now with praise and thanksgiving,  

we join the song. 
 All are welcome! We gather  

to sing loud and strong. 
 Not enslaved, but set free!  

From now on, all will be 
 one in Jesus, one in water,  

baptized and set free! 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
*PRAYER SONG                                “Come and Fill Our Hearts”                                              ELW 528 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
Alleluia! 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers 

for the church, the world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

For the church and the ministry of the baptized, that your Holy Spirit will teach all people to 

forgive sins, ending violence and ushering in peace throughout the world, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the earth and all living things, for favorable weather, for plants and animals, that you will 

cause all creation to thrive in the care of good stewards, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the leaders of national and local governments, agencies, and organizations, for areas of the 

world suffering from war, that you will bless all people with plenty, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the imprisoned and hungry, the lonely and grieving, the sick and suffering, especially 

Roxanna, Mary Anna, Kay, and Linda and for those we name before you aloud or silently in our 

hearts (pause for 10 seconds) that Christ our great physician will soothe and console all in need, 

let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For our local community, for the South Sudanese Congregation, and for this congregation, that 

in our joys and sorrows we remember that we are God’s beloved children, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
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In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith, both distant and near, who have taught us to 

believe the good news of Christ, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of 

the one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen! 

 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY                                       “I’m Going on a Journey”                                              ELW 446 

 I'm going on a journey, and I'm starting today. 
 My head is wet, and I'm on my way. 
 Christ's mark is on me; it's on you, too; 
 it says he loves me, and he loves you, too! 
 
 I'm becoming this day a saint of God. 
 It really doesn't matter what roads I trod. 
 Wherever I go, God's been there, too. 
 God's love has touched me and will carry me through. 
 
 There are other saints who have said amen. 
 They'll keep me faithful to my journey's end. 
 Along the way I want to be 
 the kind of person that God set free. 

 
*OFFERTORY REPSONSE               “When Long before Time” vv. 6                                        ELW 861 
 To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise, 
 to you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise, 
 to you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath, 
 be glory for ever, through life and through death. 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Merciful God, 

C receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions.  Through this 
meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the 
sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen! 
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*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he 
revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 
God of might and power; holy is the Lord. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 
God of might and power; holy is the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
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and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

P With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen! 

 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.  Come. Be filled 
with light and life. 

 
*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P  O Morning Star, fair and bright, 

C  you have refreshed us again with heavenly food.  You are our dearest treasure.  Go 
with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-
ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P The God of glory dwell in you richly, 
name you beloved, 
and shine brightly on your path; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 

C  Amen! 
 
*SENDING SONG                                             “Baptized” 

Chorus: 
 

Baptized into the death of Christ, 
and raised again to new life. (repeat) 
 

Down, down, down 
I was sinking deep in sin; 
killing me, killing me from deep within. 
He put me to death that day, 
and the fam’ly of God stood up to say: 
(chorus) 
 
Down, down, down 
in the water down I went; 
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lifted up in a brand new covenant. 
They made the sign on my brow 
and I’ll do it again to remember now, 
One! Two! Three! (chorus) 
 
Sing, sing, sing 
to the ones who have not heard. 
We’ve been washed in the water and the Word. 
We’ll sing with every breath. 
We will share his life 
like we’ve shared his death. (chorus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


