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Sunday, November 12, 2017 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage 
one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and 
foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s 
coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 

 
PRELUDE                                                     “Wachet Auf”                                        Emma Lou Diemer 
 

*GATHERING SONG                      “Come, We That Love the Lord”                                         ELW 625 
We're Marching to Zion 

 

 Come, we that love the Lord, 
 and let our joys be known; 
 join in a song with sweet accord, 
 join in a song with sweet accord 
 and thus surround the throne, 
 and thus surround the throne. 
 

Refrain 
 We're marching to Zion, 
 beautiful, beautiful Zion: 
 we're marching upward to Zion, 
 the beautiful city of God. 
 

 Let those refuse to sing 
 who never knew our God; 
 but children of the heav'nly king, 
 but children of the heav'nly king 
 may tell their joys abroad, 
 may tell their joys abroad.  Refrain 
 

 The hill of Zion yields 
 a thousand sacred sweets 
 before we reach the heav'nly fields, 
 before we reach the heav'nly fields, 
 or walk the golden streets, 
 or walk the golden streets.  Refrain 
 

 Then let our songs abound, 
 and ev'ry tear be dry; 
 we're marching through Immanuel's ground, 
 we're marching through Immanuel's ground, 
 to fairer worlds on high, 
 to fairer worlds on high.  Refrain 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                             “This is the Feast” 
 

a This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Solo Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

M Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

a This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

c Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 

a Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God of justice and love, 

C you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we 
need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen! 

 

ANTHEM                                 “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”                    Lloyd Larson 
Chancel Choir 

Jim Pierce, bass guitar 
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FIRST READING                                                                                                                   Amos 5:18-24 
In the days of Amos people thought that the day of the Lord would be a time of great victory, 
but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no 
substitute for obedience. The Lord demands justice and righteousness in the community. 
 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

Reflection 
“The day of the Lord” is used commonly in the prophetic writings to refer to God’s day of 
judgment.  The assumption in this text is that the rulers and rich folks in Israel because they 
thought the Lord would deliver them from the more powerful nations that threatened their 
rule.  What does Amos say about this assumption?  (verses 18-20)  What does the Lord 
(through Amos) say about the Israelites’ expressions of piety, their “festivals,…solemn 
assemblies…burnt offerings and grain offerings,…the noise of [their] songs”?  (verses 21-23)  
Instead of these (empty) expressions of devotion to God, what does the Lord want?  (verse 
24)  It is very easy for us to point out someone else’s hypocrisy, but much harder to see our 
own.  What do you think it would mean for our congregation, our community, our country if 
we “let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream”?  We are 
nearing the cerebration of the Reign of Christ (Christ the King) in our church year.  What does 
this text tell us about the Reign of Christ the Crucified? 
 

PSALM 70 
 

 1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 

  O LORD, make | haste to help me. 

 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced.  

 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 



4 

 

  turn back because | of their shame. 

 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 

  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!” 

 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 

  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry.  
 

Reflection 
What does the psalmist ask for?  What does the psalmist ask for his enemies?  (verses 2-3)  
Who does the psalmist pray for?  (verses 4-5)  We can assume that the psalmist is one of 
these.  What does the psalmist expect from God for those who are poor and needy?  Perhaps 
Amos prayed this psalm, because he surely had enemies who hated what he said.  What do 
you think?  When have you prayed this psalm, especially rejoicing when God does something 
good for someone else? 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                            1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the 
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of 
hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 
 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this 

we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 

of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry 

of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 

heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 

the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 

Reflection 
What do you believe about those who have died?  (Think of those we prayed for last week as 
we celebrated All Saints Day.)  Does Paul say not to grieve when someone dies?  (verse 13)  
What gives us hope?  (verse 14)  For many generations since Paul wrote this letter and sent it 
to the believers in Thessalonica, believers have hoped for the coming of the Lord.  Does 
thinking about the coming of the Lord fill you with encouragement, or fear?  Why?  What does 
Paul expect, encouragement and hope, or fear?  Why? 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    v. 1 
                      

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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*GOSPEL                                                                                                                            Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all 
times. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 

took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks 

of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 
6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, 

‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will 

not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 

went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids 

came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 

you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

Reflection 
This is not one of my favorite parables.  I remember hearing it when I was in fifth grade, when 
I usually forgot to take my clarinet to school with me.  I was certain that if I were one of these 
bridesmaids, I would be a foolish one.  What are the bridesmaids suppose to do?  (verse 1)  
What was the difference between the wise bridesmaids and the foolish ones?  (verses 3-4)  
What did all the bridesmaids do when the bridegroom didn’t appear when they expected?  
(verse 5)  What happened when the bridegroom came unexpectedly?  (verses 6-10)  What was 
the result for the foolish bridesmaids?  (verses 11-12)  Perhaps it’s the images that make this a 
difficult parable for me.  How many times have you been unprepared for something that you 
should be ready for?  (It didn’t just happen to me in fifth grade.)  It seems like there is always 
something more I need to do.  What does it mean for us to “keep awake”?  Does this have to 
do with “works righteousness” or with faith?  I could use some help seeing this as a parable of 
encouragement and hope, not just of fear.  What do you think? 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                         Kris Langdon 
 

SERMON                                               “Once a Bridesmaid”                            Rev. Roger Lenander 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                 “We Will Dance” 
 

Sing a song of celebration 
Lift up a shout of praise 
For the bridegroom will come 
The glorious One and oh 
We will look on His face 
We'll go to a much better place 

 

And dance with all your might 
Lift up your hands and clap for joy 
For the time's drawing near 
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When He will appear 
And oh we will stand by His side 
A strong pure spotless bride 
 

And we will dance on the streets that are golden 
The glorious bride and the great Son of Man 
From ev'ry tongue and tribe and nation 
We'll join in the song of the Lamb 
 

Sing aloud for the time of rejoicing is near 
The risen King our groom is soon to appear 
The wedding feast to come is now near at hand 
Lift up your voice proclaim the coming Lamb 
And we will dance on the streets that are golden 
And we will dance on the streets that are golden 
 

And we will dance on the streets that are golden 
The glorious bride and the great Son of Man 
From ev'ry tongue and tribe and nation 
We'll join in the song of the Lamb 

 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen! 
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*PRAYER SONG                          “Let My Prayer Be a Fragrant Offering” 
 

 Let my prayer be a fragrant offering, 
 as incense to you arise. 
 Let my prayer be a fragrant offering, 
 my hands lifted up in praise. 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of every time and 
place. 

A brief silence. 

Awaken your church to be ready to respond when Christ meets us in the cries of those in need. 
We lift up the church’s mission of care through Lutheran World Relief and other agencies. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for natural resources like oil, coal, trees, sun, water, and wind. Help us to use 
them wisely. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Answer the cries of your people in nations caught in war and destruction. Hold in your care all 
veterans and their families. Ease the burden of tough memories and bring restoration and 
wholeness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Shine your merciful and healing light on the despairing places of our minds and souls. Bring 
hope in the midst of danger, depression, and illness. We pray especially for Kay, Lin, and Linda 
and for those we name before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds).   Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces, at home and abroad.  We especially 

lift up to you, Jason Shields. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen 

them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; 

and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Keep us alert for Christ’s coming, sustained by the promise that we will be reunited with all the 
faithful who have died. Thank you for their lives of witness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we entrust into your 
loving care all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY                               “I Want To Be Ready”  
  

Refrain 
 I want to be ready, 
 I want to be ready, 
 I want to be ready 
 to walk in Jerusalem just like John. 
 
 John said that Jerusalem was foursquare, 
 walk in Jerusalem just like John, 
 I know, good Lord, I’ll meet you there, 
 walk in Jerusalem just like John.  Refrain 
 
 When Peter was preaching at Pentecost, 
 walk in Jerusalem just like John, 
 oh, he was filled with the Holy Ghost, 
 walk in Jerusalem just like John.  Refrain 

 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE             Verse 1 of   “Sing of the Lord’s Goodness” 
 

 Sing of the Lord's goodness, 
Father of all wisdom, 
come to him and bless his name. 
Mercy he has shown us, 
his love is forever, 
faithful to the end of days. 
Come, then, all you nations, 
sing of your Lord's goodness, 
melodies of praise and thanks to God. 
Ring out the Lord's glory, 
praise him with your music, 
worship him and bless his name.      

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Creator God, 

C you made everything, and you provide for every need.  The bread we break and the 
wine we pour come from you.  As we eat and drink with thanksgiving, fill us with your 
love; let that love flow through us to others; and join us to the saints before us in a 
holy and boundless communion; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen! 
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*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Hunger no more. Thirst no more.  Come to the banquet of life. 
 
*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P  Sovereign God, 

C  in this meal you give us a foretaste of the great feast to come.  Keep us faithful to 
you, that we, with all your saints, may at length celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P The love of God surround you; 

the grace of ☩ Christ release you; 
and the Holy Spirit be your guide and strength, 
now and forevermore. 

C  Amen! 
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*SENDING SONG                                            “Forever” 
 

Give thanks to the Lord 
Our God and King 
His love endures forever 
For He is good He is above all things 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise sing praise 
 
With a mighty hand 
And an outstretched arm 
His love endures forever 
For the life that's been reborn 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise sing praise 
 
Sing praise sing praise 
Forever God is faithful 
Forever God is strong 
Forever God is with us 
Forever forever 
 
From the rising to the setting sun 
His love endures forever 
And by the grace of God 
We will carry on 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise sing praise 
 
Sing praise sing praise 
Forever God is faithful 
Forever God is strong 
Forever God is with us 
Forever forever 


