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2019 – A Year of “Triple T” Growth
Sounds like an economics forecast. And in many ways it is. We entered the year with each of us making a pledge to grow as stewards of our own Time, Talent, and Treasure. What we use, when we use
them, how we use them, where we use them…all decisions we make every day concerning the Triple
T gifts that God has placed in our hands.

– Not what part of my time will I offer to God but, HOW is God present and directing all of my
time?
– Not what talents shall I offer to God but, HOW is God present and directing all my talents?
– Not what Treasure shall I set aside for God but, HOW is God present and directing all
of my treasure?
Sounds like I need strength beyond my own self to my commitment to Triple T Growth for 2019.
Thankfully, I am not alone. I have the power and wisdom of the Holy Spirit and the prayers of brothers
and sisters in Christ like you to support and encourage me in this endeavor. And you have my prayers
for you. And the prayers of all who gather each week in worship to
give our thanks and praise to Jesus who provides all that we need
to live in new Hope and Joy.
I cannot wait to see what this year will bring. How about you?
See you in Worship,
Pastor Roger Lenander

Mel and Jo Eyberg
January 27, 1969

Treasurer’s Report
November 2018
Cyndee Simpson, Treasurer
November Income

$15,042.40

November Expenses

$16,928.26

Year to Date Income

$184,639.20

Year to Date Expenses

$193,116.41

From the News-Press published on
Sunday, December 23, 2018:
Twenty Who Count
The Rev. Roger Lenander proved he is a champion for
the poor and challenged in our community. The pastor
at First Lutheran Church started Wednesday Night Free
Dinner three year ago, in addition to his work with the
Crosssing homeless initiative started by Danny and Twila Gach. He was instrumental in starting the Imagine Eleven
Sunday concert series Downtown, eliciting the help of fellow pastors to bring free and uplifiting music Downtown on
Sundays.
In his humble, unassuming way, Lenander said his work is all part of his dedication to the St. Joseph community.
“It’s really been about embracing the heart of this community. It isn't anything that I have brought that wasn’t here.
It was simply becoming a part of what was already here in the community,” Lenander said. Lenander added that he
feels both honored and overwhelmed for being selected as one of the “20 Who Count” in the community. “There are
so many who live out the same love for the community that I do,” he said.
- Alonzo Weston

Roundtable
Phoebe Circle - Tuesday, Jan. 8th, 7 pm, TBA
Thursday Morning Bible Study - Thursdays at 10 am
at church
Online Bible Study - Tuesdays at 6:30 pm
Sunday School - Sundays at 10:30 am
Kids – End of the hall of the 2nd Floor
Adult – Fellowship Hall - Phil Hornbostel and Jim Pierce
Koinonia – 1st Floor Sunday School Room - Ron Starks
and Nadine Burns
Women’s Bible Study – Library - Misty Coyle
Confirmation – Third Floor - Pastor Roger

Early Morning Breakfast - Tuesday, Jan. 15th
6:30 am, at Le Peep
Wednesday With Friends - Wednesday, Jan. 9th,
12 pm, TBA
Wednesday Café - Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Starting Jan. 9th
Community Dinner - Sunday, Jan. 27th, 4pm
“Celebrating God’s Gift of Community”

Adult Sunday Bible Studies
in January
Sundays 10:30 – 11:30
– Meets in Library.
Led by Misty Coyle
Behind the text of Philippians stands a riveting story
shared by Paul and the Philippian Christians- what
we might call the “fellowship of the cross”. How to
apply biblical principles to our everyday lives?
– Meets in Fellowship Hall.
Led by Jim Pierce, Phil Hornbostel
The first of a two book series (Luke-Acts) the writer
begins with the Gospel of Jesus against the backdrop of the Middle East world in its religious and political foundations.
– Meets in Choir
Room. Led by Pastor Roger Lenander
From Creation to the Transjordan - Follow the early events of God's people: Creation and the Fall, the
Great Flood, the Call of Abraham, the Exodus from
Egypt, and the Wilderness Wanderings. The stage is
set for a divine “rescue mission” that was ultimately
fulfilled in the ministry of Jesus and continues to involve each of us today!

Weekdays
Chancel Choir - Wednesdays at 7 pm
Archive Committee - Wednesdays at 9 am

2019 Annual Meeting, Sunday, Jan. 20th, 10:30 am
(snow date January 27th)

Cub Scout Pack 26 - Tuesdays, 6:00 pm
Girl Scouts - Thursdays, 6:00 pm
Altar Guild - Thursday, Jan. 10th, 10:00 am Meeting
Congregational Council - Thursday, Jan. 10th, 6:30 pm

– uses zoom.us for virtual
classroom experience. Meets Tuesdays, 7:00 – 7:45
p.m. Email rogerlenander@gmail.com for instructions
on logging into the study site.
The Gospel Unhindered: A Study of Acts 1-7 – the
writer of Luke continues in this second book of the
series (Luke-Acts) describing the spread of the Gospel of Jesus into the world. Describes the courage of
early disciples to live and speak of a new world order
ushered in through the death and resurrection of Jesus.
– Group led. Meets in 1st floor classroom. Thursdays, 10:30 – 12 noon.
On January 2nd, the group will begin a study book
about the parables.

The Crossing Community Shelter opened October 15th to provide emergency shelter spaces for 45 men and women.
Since opening:
·
·
·
·
·

It has served over 200 persons.
15- 20 people have moved into permanent housing.
12-15 have maintained employment.
Many have found a few days of sanctuary from dangerous and sometimes abusive situations.
Health has improved with a full night’s sleep and nutritious meals

Executive Director Dan Gach reports that there are 10-15 new residents each week. “These are people who are not
homeless. They just find themselves in an emergency situation that is often temporary. Loss of work, unexpected expenses, broken relationships, health crisis; any of which can leave people stranded in our city. The need a shelter.
That is what the need filled by the Community Emergency Shelter.
Recently, Mosaic Chef Jim Lloyd visited the shelter residents. As he served the evening meal each resident thanked
him. Why? Because each meal is made possible by Chef Lloyd and his staff. It is the same food that was on the
menu provided to Mosaic employees. As a result, delicious and nutritious meals are served the shelter residents daily.
Personal crisis has no season. It can occur anytime, anywhere, to anyone. We give thanks to the generous hearts
and gifts of this community who are committed to be there to welcome them “home” to a place where they can rest
and heal.
Go to crossing-outreach.org to learn how you can support this daily gift of providing "home" in a time of crisis for people in our city.

Since our launch in August, 2016, out of 132 churches in Buchanan County, 12 are active members in CarePortal.
177 out of 229 requests were met. We have served a total of 394 children and had an economic impact of $124,
464. This is amazing for only being active for two years with twelve churches!

For this coming year, the Active Community (the 12 churches here in St. Joseph) is working to get the story of CarePortal out more into the community and to see about other churches joining the group. We are also trying to work
harder in being ahead of the most common requests such as beds (Mattress Drive), bus passes, and food until
SNAP benefits are in place. If you would like more information about how you would like to be more involved, please
contact me, Misty Coyle, by email: mistycoyle75@gmail.com or by my cell: 816-752-5742.
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