
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 

April 11, 2019 

 

Members present: Carol Bunge, Debbie Taylor, Brenda Bass, Kris Langdon, Jim Pierce, 

Terry Cotton, Dee Dee Hebb, Jim Farrell, Pastor Roger Lenander 

 

Members absent: Laurel Goforth, Sylvester Heeler, Sarah Knorr, Cyndee Simpson 

 

President Jim Farrell called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

 

Jim Pierce led devotions with the story of the empty tomb and the question of “What 

difference does the empty tomb make now?” 

 

May Devotions: Carol Bunge 

 

March Council minutes: Kris L. made the motion to accept the minutes as printed. Jim 

P. seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Kris L. made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report as printed. 

Carol B. seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Jim P. recently e-mailed to all council members the list of dedicated accounts and their 

balances as was discussed at March meeting. Jim P. stated that it will continue to be kept 

updated. 

 

Building Fund Report: Bruce Taylor was present and presented his report. The building 

fund payments will continue until March 1, 2032. Currently the building fund pledges 

are on a 3-year cycle with the current cycle running from 2018-2020. Discussion about 

different ways to up the support for building fund. Discussion about educating 

congregation in ways to give to the Building Fund and the Foundation. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Roger presented. See attached. Pastor Roger will be on vacation April 

24 – May 10, 2019. Jim Pierce will preach April 28 and May 5. 

 

Old Business: 

*Worship Survey: Jim P. presented the survey results that have been compiled and put 

together by age categories. Council members looked at and discussed this information 

and talked about, “Where do we go from here?” 

 

Congregation members preferred method of communication has been updated in the 

church office as Cyndee S. sat in the narthex several Sundays so people could update 

their information. 



Discussion about opportunities to educate the congregation in several areas: 

 --worship services: Pastor Roger talked about having a seminar/workshop where 

people could actually help put together a worship service in order to see what all takes 

place in that type of planning 

 --finances of congregation: Jim Pierce talked about having times set aside to help 

congregation understand and learn about the financial obligations and opportunities for 

giving that are available. 

 

The question is from this worship survey and its results, “What to publish and make 

available to the congregation?” 

Jim P. made the motion: The worship survey result graphs to be made available in the 

church office to be picked up by those so desiring a copy and it will be available on the 

church website.  

Motion seconded. Motion carried. 

It was decided that at this time the comments made on the surveys will be looked at and 

utilized by the council and the church staff. 

 

Jim P. made the motion: Pastor Roger and staff will schedule a worship seminar to 

educate people on the process of preparing weekly worship service. Kris L. seconded the 

motion. Motion carried. 

 

Jim P. made the motion: A committee to be established with a council representative, a 

Foundation representative, and other congregational members to address specific 

financial obligations and ideas for the future to look at including the budget, the building 

fund, the stained glass windows, and foundation education. Motion seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

*125th Anniversary Celebration Team: Kris Langdon is the council representative. 

August 24, 2019 is the church’s actual date of incorporation, so festivities are being 

planned around that date. 

 

New Business: 

*Record Retention: Misty is working on cleaning up the church’s files, and is not sure 

what needs to be kept and for how long. 

Jim P. made the motion: Recommend that First Lutheran Church adopt the ELCA record 

retention policy as ours. Debbie T. seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

*Documents update: Jim Pierce has been working on document updates and has 

discovered that some of the church’s job descriptions are either missing or are very old. 

Jim will continue to look at these documents and put together a report. 

 



*Deacon team: Pastor Roger presented to council the idea of putting together a team of 

deacons who would assist in providing pastoral care to the congregation. The 

congregation is made up of approximately 85 households and this number would be 

divided among a group of people who would serve as deacons. (See attached 

description)  

Carol B. made the motion: To create a deacon team for the support of pastoral care in 

the congregation. Dee Dee H. seconded. Motion carried.  

 

*2019 Imagine Eleven: Pastor Roger passed out the brochures for this year’s schedule 

for the summer concert series. This year’s recipient for the monies will be The Crossing. 

Carol B. made the motion: First Lutheran to provide sponsorship of $500 for Imagine 

Eleven summer series. Kris L. seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

*Synod Assembly June 6-8, Kansas City: First Lutheran will need 2 delegates, 1 male 

and 1 female, to attend the assembly. This year’s assembly will see a new bishop elected 

as well as other staff members. The expenses for these two delegates are paid for by the 

church. 

 

Meeting was adjourned and ended with prayer. 

 

Next meeting: Thursday, May 9, 2019 at 6:30pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brenda Bass, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 


